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Welcome to our twelfth committee update

This is the twelfth bulletin for the Senedd’'s Economy,
Trade and Rural Affairs Committee. It provides an
overview of the Committee’s recent and planned
activities to help you stay up to date and engage with
the Committee’s work.

This update has been produced by the Clerking team which supports the
Committee. If you have any feedback, please let us know using the contact details
below.

Contact details

You can email the Committee Clerking Team:

W www.senedd.wales


mailto:SeneddEconomy@senedd.wales
https://twitter.com/SeneddEconomy
http://www.senedd.wales/SeneddEconomy
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Current Work

Food Processing

The Committee concluded its
evidence taking for its inquiry into

The Committee agreed its final
report on this inquiry towards the
end of the Autumn term, which will
be published early in the Spring term
2026.

The Future of Welsh Steel

The Committee continued its on-
going work on this important issue,
particularly with an eye on support
for the people who were made
redundant and the progress of the
construction of Tata Steel's new
Electric Arc Furnace (EAF), and
associated assets, in Port Talbot,
following the closure of the final
blast furnace on the site.

The Committee held an evidence
session on 9 October 2025 with Tata
Steel UK, as well as representatives
from national and local unions
bodies, to hear an update on the

current situation.

This work was followed up with a
Committee seeking further
information, and the Committee also
plans to take evidence on the topic

during a Ministerial session in the
Spring term 2026.

Local Growth Fund

The Committee undertook a short

evidence was taken across three
panels, and the Committee plans to
publish its output from this piece of
work in the Spring term.

Inward Investment

The Committee launched a new

will begin taking evidence at its first
meeting back after Christmas recess,
on 14 January 2026.

Development of Tourism and
Regulation of Visitor
Accommodation (Wales) Bill

The Welsh Government introduced

November 2025, which the Business
Committee remitted to the
Committee for Stage 1 scrutiny of its
general principles.

Working within the seven-week
timetable allocated for scrutiny, the
Committee ran a short consultation
from 3 November 2025 to 17
Novemlber 2025, and undertook oral

evidence sessions on 5 November, 13

evidence taking opened and closed



https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=45864
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=738&MID=15351
https://sbms/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=738&MId=15380
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryChronology.aspx?IId=42736&Opt=2
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=46817
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=46817
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=46745
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=46599
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=46599
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=46599
https://business.senedd.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=617&RPID=1067548785&cp=yes
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=738&MId=15700&Ver=4
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=738&MId=15416&Ver=4
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=738&MId=15416&Ver=4
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=738&MId=15701&Ver=4
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with scrutiny sessions with the
Cabinet Secretary for Finance and
Welsh Language (the Member in
charge of the Bill), and the
Committee heard from 16
stakeholders.

was published on 19 December 2025.
Stage 2 will begin in the Spring term,
subject to the Senedd agreeing to
the Bill's general principles.

ament
Trade and Rural Affairs Committee

Development of Tourism
and Regulation of Visitor
Accommodation (Wales) Bill
Stage 1 report

December 2025

\

Recent Activities

Visit to the Global Centre for
Rail Excellence

On 18 September 2025, the
Committee visited the Global Centre
for Rail Excellence (GCRE)in
Onllwyn, Neath Port Talbot. They met
with GCRE representatives to discuss

progress in developing the centre,
and the potential economic impact
the centre could have on the local
area.

Members will continue to take an
interest into the on-going
development of the site.

City and Growth Deals

to the Welsh Government and the
UK Government's Wales Office on 17
September 2025, setting out their
findings and seeking comment. The

UK-EU implementation review
of the Trade and Cooperation
Agreement



https://laiddocuments.senedd.wales/cr-ld17665-en.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=41795
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=41795
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s165054/Letter%20from%20the%20Chair%20to%20the%20Welsh%20Government%20and%20Welsh%20Office%20House%20of%20Commons%20-%2017%20September%202025.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s166248/Welsh%20Government%20Response%20-%2023%20October%202025.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s166248/Welsh%20Government%20Response%20-%2023%20October%202025.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s166301/UK%20Government%20response%20-%2027%20October%202025.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s166301/UK%20Government%20response%20-%2027%20October%202025.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s164786/Committee%20Report%20UK-EU%20implementation%20review%20of%20the%20Trade%20and%20Cooperation%20Agreement%20-%2010%20September%20.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=44335
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=44335
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was published shortly before the
beginning of the Autumn term, on 10
September.

held on 5 November.

Senedd Committees

UK-EU implementation
review of the Trade and
Cooperation Agreement

September 2025

(g // seneddwales

Plenary debates

Following their publication in the
Summer term, the Committee also
received responses from the Welsh
Government and held Plenary

report was also received from Medr
on 7 October 2025.

also received from Hybu Cig Cymru
on 22 October 2025.

Soil Health in Agriculture

The Committee published its report

with a Plenary debate planned on
this in the Spring term.

welsh Parliament
Economy, Trade and Rural Affairs Committee

Digging the dirt
Improving Wales' soil health

November 2025



https://laiddocuments.senedd.wales/gen-ld17513-en.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=700&MID=15433
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=44630
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=44630
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=44994
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=44994
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=45227
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s163878/Welsh%20Governments%20response%20to%20the%20Committees%20report%20AI%20and%20the%20Welsh%20Economy%20Can%20Welsh%20androids%20.pdf
https://laiddocuments.senedd.wales/cr-ld17182-en.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=700&MID=15364
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=700&MID=15364
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s165366/Welsh%20Government%20response%20to%20Committee%20report%20-%2025%20September%202025.pdf
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General Scrutiny

General Scrutiny sessions were held
with the Deputy First Minister and
Cabinet Secretary for Climate
Change and Rural Affairs on]

The Committee plans to follow this
up with final General Scrutiny
sessions with the Welsh Government
covering all aspects of the
Committee’s remit in the Spring
term 2026.

Budget Scrutiny

The Committee scrutinised the
Welsh Government's Draft Budget for
2026-27 on 26 November 2025
hearing evidence from the Cabinet
Secretary for Economy, Energy and
Planning, the Minister for Culture,
Skills and Social Partnership, and the
Deputy First Minister and Cabinet
Secretary for Climate Change and

Rural Affairs. The Committee

held in Plenary the following day.

Forward Work Programme

Sixth Senedd. The published work
programme indicates the current
intentions of the Committee at the
time of publishing; however, it may
change at any time to respond to
external events.

The work is expected to include
Stage 2 of the Development of
Tourism and Regulation of Visitor
Accommodation (Wales) Bill, as well
as oral evidence taking in the Inward
Investment inquiry, and a Ministerial
session on the Future of Welsh Steel.

As noted, further general scrutiny
with the Deputy First Minister and
Cabinet Secretary for Climate
Change and Rural Affairs, the
Cabinet Secretary for Economy,
Energy and Planning, and the
Minister for Culture, Skills and Social
Partnership is also expected.

The forward work programme of the
Committee’s Spring term will also
include working on its final legacy
report prior to the dissolution of this
Senedd.
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Remit

The Committee was established on 23 June 2021, with a remit encompassing (but
not restricted to): economic development, regeneration, skKills, trade, research, and
development (including technology and science), and rural affairs.

Committee Members

Welsh Labour Plaid Cymru

Welsh Conservatives

Welsh Labour Welsh Labour
Welsh Conservatives
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